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DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAOT/SAB/SBS 



cc - Mr* Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Baumgardner 
Mr. Williams 



SAC, Atlanta 



December 13, 1956 



Director"; FBI 
CITEtejS COUNCILS 



PERSONAL ATTENTION 



Although reports have been submitted to ttoe 
Department on all citizens councils concerning which 
we have conducted investigations and inquiries to date, 
the Department has indicated the activities of these 
organizations do not fall within the purview of Executive 
Order 10450 • In view of this fact, there is no basis 
upon which to base justification for further inquiry. 
Therefore > you are instructed to isimediately discontinue 
inquiries concerning all citizens councils upon receipt 

of this letter. It is your responsibility to also 
immediately notify auxiliary offices of the discontinuance 
of the investigation. 

In order that the Bureau may continue to carry 
out its responsibilities of keeping interested Government 
agencies informed of information of interest to them, you 
must continue your efforts to keep abreast of developments 
in order that the Bureau may be apprised of any situation 
which indicates a potential for violence. In obtaining 
information, however, absolutely no inquiries are to be 
made by you« You must secure the desired information 
through close scrutiny of the public press plus whatever 
information may be volunteered to you. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW s See memo Belmont to Boardman, 12-13-56, 
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Letter to SAC, Atlanta 
Res CITIZENS COUNCILS 



With respect to the use of confidential 
informants, I want it clearly understood that no 
informant is to be given any assignment in connection 
with obtaining information regarding the activities of 
citizens councils without prior Bureau authority. If 
you have a confidential informant already reporting on 
citizens councils matters you may continue to accept 
information volunteered by the informant but you must 
not give him any additional assignments in this field. 
If you feel it is necessary for some specific reason to 
continue an informant in a particular citizens council 
you must immediately advise the Bureau, together with 
the identity of the informant, his reliability and your 
assurance that continued operation of the informant will 
not result in any embarrassment to the Bureau. 

Each office receiving copies of this letter 
must submit to the Bureau a monthly summary of information 
concerning the activities of citizens councils in your 
respective territories o The first such letter is to be 
submitted to reach the Bureau by January 15 P 1957? and 
each succeeding letter must be submitted to reach the 
Bureau by the fifteenth of each month <> This summary, 
which shall consist of an original and seven copies, 
must be submitted in memorandum form suitable for dissemi- 
nation and forwarded to the Bureau by cover letter. These 
summary memoranda and your cover letter must bear the 
caption "Citizens Councils, (name of field office)". 
Each of these summary memoranda must also be dated. 

As in the past, information received concerning 
citizens councils which requires expeditious handling 
must not be delayed for inclusion in the monthly summary 
but must be furnished to the Bureau promptly by whatever 
means of communi cation is required by the nature of the 
information. 
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Letter to SAC, Atlanta 
Res CITIZENS COUNCILS 



This matter must receive your personal attention 
and it is your responsibility, insofar as is possible, 
to see to it that the Bureau will continue to be in a 
position to furnish pertinent information concerning 
potential violence to interested Government agencies. 

With respect to the administrative handling of 
current cases, you should submit a closing report within 
30 days from, the date of this letter c This report should 
incorporate any information which has been obtained to 
date not previously reported If there is very little 
information to be reported, you may at your discretion sub* 
mit a closing letter , On the administrative page of the 
closing report or in the closing letter make reference to 
this letter in order that the administrative handling at 
the Seat of Government may be facilitated. 

The fact that we are discontinuing our inquiries 
concerning citizens councils is not to be discussed or 
made known in any manner to anyone outside your own office 
This includes your confidential informants. 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



ALL INFORMATION r OBTAINED 

HEREIH IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAWSAB/SBS 



Office Memorandum • united states government 



to : Director, FBI (*@§*-4@?&2$ 



SAC, Birmingham (105-364) 




I subject: KLAN INFILTRATION INTO 

ALABAMff ffilTIZENS CO UNCIL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - lT 



DATE: 1-1^-57 



Enclosed herewith are seven copies of a blank 
memorandum dated 1-14-57* captioned "Citizens Councils, 
Birmingham Field Division." 

It should be noted that pursuant to Bulet to 
Atlanta dated 12-13-56, captioned "Citizens Councils ; 
Internal Security - X", the Birmingham Office has closed 
many of its files on Citizens Councils. Where there is 
sufficient information, closing reports are being sub- 
mitted which, of course, nay be disseminated by the 
Bureau. In the majority of the cases, however, very little 
information had been received which had not previously been 
reported. For the above reasons, the enclosed memorandum 
contained a limited amount of information. 

In accordance with above mentioned Bulet P 
the Birmingham Office will follow this matter and the 
next monthly summary of information will be submitted 
to reach the Bureau by 2-15-57 • 
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ALL IHFOEMATION COHTAIHED 

^ ^p HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAlff/SAB/SBS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



300 American Life Building 
in Repfy 9 Phase Refer to Birmingham 3, Alabama 

FihNo * January 14, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



"The Birmingham News", a daily newspaper, Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, printed an article in its December 27, 
1956 issue entitled, "Citizens Qouncil Meets Saturday*" 
This article stated that JOHN H^JHITLEY, Chairman of the 
Citizens -Council. of Alabama, called for a mass meeting of* 
his council 7-30 p.m., Saturday, December 29, 1956, at the 
Tarrant, Alabama City flail.' The article stated that local 
speakers would be present. This same article indicated 
that there would be a' special rally of the^Sastern Section 
of the Alabama White Citizens Council at mxe Cascade Plunge 
on the night of January 3* 1957. ASA Ej><3ARTER-was listed 
as the Chairjnan of the Alabama White Citizens Council* 
According to this article, the Western Section ^f CARTER* s 
council would meet at the Central Park Theatre/in Birming- 
ham on the night of January 11, 1957. a - a-y^/ /-) h 7~ / 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T~l, who has 
furnished reliable info rmation in the past, advised on 
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December 19, 1956, that 

cartoon entitled, "I Aided Integration' 1 , which came from 

the office of ASA E. CARTER, Executive Secretary of the 

Alabama Citizens Council. According to Informant T-l, 

this cartoon belittled whitepeople who attempted to aid 

integration in the South^^gp^l said he has learned that 

ASA CARTER is o rgani zing^v* Minute Men" who will be instructed 

to ride Birmingham City buses to watch for violations of /•£ 

Birmingham's segregation laws, T~l said he has learned --£■— ' 

that ASA CARTER carries a loaded, revolver on his person 

and has done, so for the past several weeks. 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T-2, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on 
January 7j 1957; that ASA CARTER, above mentioned, has 
about completed organizing a group of men to be known 
as "Minute Men". Informant T-2 said he has learned that 
CARTER has made the statement that his "Minute Men" intend 
to ride Birmingham buses and when a Negro sits in the front 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



of the bus or in a seat reserved for white people, the 

Negro will be pulled off the r bua* foraiblYt and bftatftru , be 

hlC 



T~2 said he understands that 

City Council, Birmingham, Alabama, has advised CARTER that 
he will arrest CARTER or any of his "Minute Men" if they 
interfere in any way with people riding Birmingham buses. 

Informant T~2 said he has received no infor- 
mation in the past three or four weeks indicating any 
unusual or special activity of Citizens Councils in Northern 
Alabama. He stated about all he has heard is that some of 
the councils are holding routine meetings and that he does 
not believe any of the Citizens Councils have taken any 
direct or specific action concerning the racial question 
in Northern Alabama. 
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ILL ICTFOEMATIOH COHTAIHED 

HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAWSAB/SBS 



Office Memorandum : united states government 




Director , FBI (105-34237 Sub 4) 
SAC, Birmingham (105-364) 



DATE: 2-12-57 



u 



* V 



iUBjEcr: -ClEIZMS-^SUNCILS 

BlBMI*mm^IELD"TlVlSION 
IS - X 

Remylet 1-14-57, captioned "Klan Infiltration 
into Alabama Citizens Council; IS - X" and Bulet to Atlanta 
dated 12-13-56, re "Citizens Councils; IS - X." 

Enclosed herewith are eight copies, of a blank 
memorandum dated 2-12-57, captioned "Citizens Councils, 
Birmingham Field Division." 

Birmingham T-l 3,n_bh£_aiiiached memorandum is 
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Four extra copies of the attached memorandum 
are being submitted for the following Bureau files: 
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CITIZENS COUNCIL OF CALERA, ALABAMA 
Bufile 105-45430 

CITIZENS COUNCIL OF WEST ALABAMA 
Bufile 105-46001 

CITIZENS COUNCIL OF TARRANT, ALABAMA 
Bufile 105-43031 

CITIZENS COUNCIL OF ENSLEY, ALABAMA 
Bufile 105-45528. 
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In accordance with the above referenced 
Bulet, the Birmingham Office will continue to follow this 
matter and the next monthly summary of information will 
be submitted to reach the Bureau by 3-15-57 • 
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^ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

\. * ^ f ^p HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

^^ DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/SAB/SBS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

300 American Life, Building 
in Reply, Phase Rejer to Birmingham 3* Alabama 

File No. February 12, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



Birmingham Confidential Informant T-l, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
on December 31* 1956, that the U. S. KLANS OF ALABAMA, 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, held a meeting in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, o n. December 30* 1956; that abou t 125 members were 
present, I ~ - -- ^ this klavern, 

advised thal j I the Tuscaloosa 



News , a daily newspaper, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, would make 
a speech at t he Tuscal oosa County Court House on Janu- 
ary 4, 1957 • L |urged all members present at this 



b6 
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meeting to be present at the meeting of the WEST ALABAMA 
CITIZENS COUNCIL at the Tuscal oosa County Court. House on 
January 4, 1957* &fc which time I I would address the 
CITIZENS COUNCIL. 

The Tuscaloosa News of February 3* 1957* printed 
an article which stated that LEONARD WILSON, Acting Chair- 
man of the CITIZENS COUNCIL OF WEST ALABAMA since its 
formation in February, 1956, "just, after the Autherine 
Lucy incident", was chosen on. February 2, 1957* &s perma- 
nent leader in a new slate of officers and six new directors, 
The following individuals were named: JAMES W. ANDERS, 
Vice Chairman; Mrs, E. L. BOLTON, Secretary, and LELAND 
BROWN, Treasurer, New Directors are M. B. MARSHBURN, H. H. 
PALMER,, W. H, BULLARD, I, L. SMITH, JR., and RALPH COOPER. 
Remaining members of the 12-man board selected are as 
follows: C. C. COUGHLIN, FRANK L. STULL, W. W. TOWNSEND, 
FRED ROBERTSON, BRUCE WEST and GENE J. WALLACE. 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T-2, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on 
January 3* 1957* that the CITIZENS COUNCIL OF TARRANT CITY 
is going to change its name to some Christian- type organi- 
sation because the members feel they would get better 
publicity and the organization would be more effective. 

ENCLOSURE 



RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



Informant said he had attended meetings of the TARRANT 
CITIZENS COUNCIL and while he did not know all of members 1 
names, he observed that approximately 75$ had been seen 
by him at Klan meetings in Tarrant City. Informant T-2 
said in his opinion, if all. of the Klansmen were taken 
out of the TARRANT CITIZENS COUNCIL, the Council would 
have no members left* 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T«3> contact 
with whom has been insufficient to determine his reliability, 
but who holds a responsible position at Calera, Alabama, 
advised on January 14, 1957* that ASA EARL CARTER, Citizens 
Council leader, and also leader of -fog ktt tct.tiy kt.an qe THE 
CONFEDERACY in Birmingham, met with 



]t;he rirst; tfriaay 



in January, 1957* in an effort to organize the above 
mentioned Klan organization in Calera . T-3 said in his 
opinion CARTER and the above mentioned men are trying to 
get members from the CALERA CITIZENS COUNCIL to join the 
Klan* T-3 said he has heard some of the members of the 
CALERA CITIZENS COUNCIL talk about buying ammunition . T-3 
said to the best of his recollection, the individuals he 

HoQiort ■fcallHncr flh^iif. VnwHtirr atrnimw* ±± r* n are I I 

[ not further identified. 
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The Birmingham News , a daily newspaper, for 
February 5, 1957 > printed an article which stated that 
Mrs. MARY D. CAIN, publisher of the Summit Sun of Summit, 
Mississippi, and CURT COPELAND, newspaperman of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, would speak at the CITIZENS COUNCIL OP ENSLEJT 
meeting on February 8, 1957* at 8:00 p.m. This article 
stated that Mrs. CAIN is an outspoken advocate of continued 
segregation and has discussed the issue over the nation; 
that COPELAND would lecture on "Amendment to the U. S. 
Constitution." According to this article, the meeting was 
announced by JOE BRACKNELL, Chairman of the CITIZENS COUNCIL 
OF ENSLE5T. 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T~4, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on 
February 8, 1957* that he has received a mimeographed 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



leaflet apparently published by the ALABAMA WHITE CITIZENS 
COUNCILS, 2205 Bessemer Road, Birmingham, ACE CARTER, 
Executive Secretary. At the bottom of this leaflet is 
a notation, "ALABAMA WHITE CITIZENS COUNCILS; Telephone 
56-4327 ." Informant T-4 made, this leaflet available and 
it is being set out verbatim to show the type of litera- 
ture being disseminated by the ALABAMA CITIZENS COUNCIL 
under leadership of ASA EARL (ACE) CARTER, Executive 
Secretary: 

"We should surely realize by now, at this 
late hour, that there is only one alternative to 
integrating with the negro. That alternative is 
to draw the line and fight J The political leader- 
ship that has preached circumvention, dodge and 
run, parry and retreat and surrender by degrees, 
has led the people of Montgomery into integrated 
transportation; next comes schools and parks, as 
announced by the Montgomery negroes, 

"You cannot satisfy the negroes and their 
communist pushers by running, or dodging* ¥e 
state now, as we stated a year ago; we must draw 
the line and not retreat, not dodge, not run, not 
let cowardly politicians lead us down that fatal 
path. How to do it? 

"The city commission race is May 1st of 
this year. Since ENFORCEMENT of segregation is 
the key to our salvation. Let us draw this plat- 
form that a candidate for police Commissioner must 
adhere to, BEFORE he gets our vote: 

"1. ENFORCE SEGREGATION IN TRANSPORTATION, SCHOOLS, 
RECREATION,, PUBLIC FACILITIES, SPORTS AND ALL 
AREAS OF LIFE, REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT SAYS, OR WHAT ACTION IT, TAKES, IN- 
JUNCTION OR OTHERWISE.. . 

"2. COMMISSION, IF NECESSARY, 5,000 WHITE MEN AS 
AUXILIARY POLICEMEN TO SEE THAT SEGREGATION 
IS ENFORCED. 
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HE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



"3. JAIL THE AGITATORS AND CONSPIRATORS WHO ARE . 
ATTEMPTING TO RUIN AND DESTROY OUR CHILDREN. 
CONFISCATE THE FILES AND PROSECUTE THE ORGA- 
NIZATIONS WHICH ARE WORKING SUBVERSIVELY TO 
DESTROY OUR RACE. 

"4. SAY TO THE COMMUNISTS WHO ARE CONTROLLING 

OUR FEDERAL GOV., *GET BACK WITHIN THE FRAME- 
WORK OF THE U. S. CONSTITUTION; BIRMINGHAM 
RUNS BIRMINGHAM; YOU, FROM. WASHINGTON, DO 
NOT. YOU HAVE NO' BUSINESS DICTATING OUR 
LIVES, AND WE WILL PROSECUTE YOUR AGENTS 
IF YOU CONTINUE, WITHIN THESE CITY LIMITS.' 

"Such a stand would set the example for 
the South, for the rest of the Nation, and a 
great reassertion of local rights will take place; 
the beginning of a movement to restore Americanism 
to America. What can you do? On another sheet are 
the names and phone numbers of the Council officers 
in this city; call them, agree to cover your block 
with this sheet, and ask white people to register, 
to agree to support this platform in a BLOCK VOTE, 
and if no candidate will agree to it, WE SHALL 
PRODUCE OUR OWN. WE MUST... OR INTEGRATE WITH THE 
NEGRO." 
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^STANDARD FORM NO. 04 r 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBATJ/SAB/SBS 



' Offi^ jMieffloranduw' • united st^7es government. 

to i Director, FBI (105-34237, Sub 4) ' date: 3-14-57 




?r©m : SAC, Birmingham (105-364) 

( 
subject: -CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIBMINGHAiyL FIELD DIVISION 
"INTERNAL SECURITY ~ X 



Remylet February 12, 1957, in captioned 
matter, and Bulet to Atlanta dated December 13, 1956, 
captioned "Citizens Councils, Internal Security - X." 

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a 
blank memorandum in captioned matter dated March 14, 1957 

Birmingham Con fidential Informant T-l in 
the attached memorandu m is | ] 

1 ,1 Alabama, ana mirmi.mnam nom'i aen-cial 
Informant T-2 la I 



3ei 
U 



subsidiary group connected with th e Southern Regional 



Council. T~3 is 



!S, Birmingham Office ♦ 



Four extra copies of the attached memorandum 
are being submitted for the following Bureau files: 
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CITIZENS COUNCIL OP CALERA 
Bufile 105-45430 



CITIZENS COUNCIL OF VINCENT 
; Bufile 105-46429 

KLAN INFILTRATION INTO INDEPENDENT 
CITIZENS COUNCIL OF BIRMINGHAM 
Bufile 105-48822 
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' .( , CITIZENS COUNCIL OF ALABAMA 
file 105-33955 
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DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAXJ/5AB/SBS 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

300 American Life Building 
Birmingham 3,? Alabama 

March 14, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM PIEED DIVISION 



Birmingham Confidential Informant T~l, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
on March 4, 1957, that the Vincent, Alabama lllJulzens , 
Council met at the Vincent School on I |_ 
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Informant T-l said tha 
the Vincent Cqunnil Mas h^ih aJ? the 
approximately 



tjtha. 



TTTT 



Of 



A 



__^ and "Chat; there were 

people present arcer mailing out 300 letters and po 
about 1.000 eiiwuiaiiH. T-l said that the guest 

r,r scheduled inasmuch as I , 

J the Citizens Council of Alabama, got 



suing 
speaker 



be 
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the dates of the meeting confused. 

The Shelby County Times-Herald published at 
Montevallo, Alabama, carried an article on February 28, 
1957* which stated that the Calera, Alabama Citizens Council 
would meet on the night of April 1, 1957, at the City Hall 
in Calera. The article stated that a speaker from Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, would be present and that everybody 
"is urged to attend." 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T-2, who 
has furnished reliable inf otrnia.-hi nn 3 n the past, advised 



on March 1, 1957* that 



meeting of the Shades 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



Vallev flitize: 



01 Tarrarrc 
that 



'3-gen 



s Council in Homewood « 
He said that! 
abama, and [ 



£ 



Alabama, on 



vne 



urcizens 

T-2 said 



Alabama,, made the principal address. 

stated he had been working with Alabama State 
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Senator SAM ENGLEHARDT concerning preserva tion of segre- 
gation in Alabama. T-2 said that l | made a statement 
somewhat as follows to the best or his recollection: "We 
don*t talk about it much, but we are getting ready to 
purge the voting lists of ! niggers ! . We figure we can 
get about 85^ of them off the rolls in time." 



T-2 said that| |did not elaborate 

on this statement as to when rne a±xeged purge would start 



or who "we" meant, T-2 said that | | mentioned 

that plans were being made to attempt to strike a name 
from a voting list if the person has ever committed a 
felo ny, has venere al disease, or is illegitimate. T-2 

said .ndicated that consideration was being 

givenZ^E^SasSTTHree exclusion tactics and he gathered 
from remarks that they had not actually been 



used up t;o tuae present time. 

T-2, above mentioned, advised on March 6, 
1957 .> that he, was present at the Birmingham Terminal 
Station on that date when Reverend F, L* SHUTTLESWORTH 
and his wife entered the white waiting room of the 
Birmingham station. T-2 said he had heard that Reverend 
SHUTTLESWORTH intended to make a test case of the segre- 
gation situatio n at the railroa d station. T-2 said he 



saw a white man,[ 



go into the station and 

shake hands with SHUTTLESWORTH and his wife. T-2 said 



that som 



aid no*c 



of finer nf ,the Birmingham Police Department 

to leave the station inasmuch as he, 



aid no'U nave a railroad ticket and apparently 
intend to travel anywhere by train. 



T-2 said a large crow d follow ed 
from the station and threw rocks at 
automobile. T-2 said he heard an 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



complaint to some police officer that 



above 



mentioned, attempted to run over him with his Cadillac 
automobi le « T-2 said h e heard this man state thal^his 



name was [ 



ne neara -cnxs man s; 
| It is noted that [ 



is 



ft// 



an of f icerJLn the Independent ^Citizens Council Of Birming- 
ham, iQcate ci in tfop Baaiia rn section of 'Birmingham, " T~2 * 

said he saw , Lo^ck up a rock and break out 

the rear glass or 



Cadillac ♦ 



Birmingham Confidential Informant T-3, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
on March 6, 1957* that he recognized several prominent 
members of various Citizens Councils in the crowd around 
on the above occasion • He said that many of these 



individuals had come to the station carrying suitcases — 
in his opinion, so they would appear to be travellers. 
T~3 said he saw an individual, whose name he does not know, 
but who is a member of the Eastern Section Citizens Council, 
Birmingh am, take a suitcase which he was carrying and strike 
ver the head two or three times. 
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Standard' Form No . 9 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAWSAB/SBS 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT : 





Director, FBI (105-34237) DA^E: 4-12-57 

AC, Birmingham (1Q5-364) 



'CITIZMELqOUNCILS 
BIMJHSHMLEIEHf DIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



Remylet 3-14-57 in captioned matter and Bulet 
to Atlanta dated 12-13-56, captioned "CITIZENS COUNCIL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X,"' 

Enclosed h^rewithi g;r€? eight copies of a blank \^v\, 
memorandum in captioned matter dated 4-^12-57 • X\j 

/ 



Birmingham Confidential Informant T-l in the 



attached memorandum £s 



.b7D. 



TJlree extra copies of the attached memorandum 
are being submitted £pr the fbJjLloyrirjg Bureau fi^es: 



vX ^ 



x. 



CITIZENS COUNCIL OF GORDO 
Bufile 105-46390 

CITIZENS COUNCIL OF WEST ALABAMA, 
Tuscaloosa, Al^batjia 
Bufile 105-46003, 



j 






CITIZENS COUNCIL 0F EAST BIBMINGHAM 
Birmingham, Alabama • 
Bufile 105-44731 
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In faply* Pleqse Rpjer to 
Fife No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAJL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIpN 

^QO American Life Building 
Birmingham 3* i$at?ama 
April 12, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



i I ' j - .i 



The Birmingham Newg , a daily pew^paper^ carried 
/article on March *W7 J$5T? which stated that ASAJE^ 
j^ARTJIR, PresJLslspfc of ALABAMA CITIZENS COUNCIL, would be a *^- 
guest speaker on Mar<?h 21, 1957, a'£ a meeting of the 
EASTERN' SECTION CITIZENS COUNCIL. This article stated the 
meeting would he hel4 at 7:30 p t m. at the Cascade Plunge in 
East Birmingham. 

Birmingham Confidential Informant T-l, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on 
March 21 * 1957 j that metiers of the Tuscaloosa Klavern of 
the TJ._S 9 JSL&8$-GF ALABAKMl^-EKIGHTS^ OP TEK,KU^KLUXLKJ^AN, 
held a meeting at 1Q9 Bridge Avenue , Nort^port, Alabama, 

on March 14. 1057. Informant T~l.< said acting upon orders 

issued by | lof the Tuscaloosa 

Klavern, all 'the Klansmen ai? this meeting proceeded to 
Queen City Park, Tuscaloosa/ AJLalpama, whe#e they put on 
their robes and proceeded in the;ir cars to the Wesley Fodhda- 



tion, an organization affiliated with the Methodist fllmpoh, 
on University Avenue £n Tusca^Qpsa, T-l said|_ 



an 9£fic^al of the Tuscaloo sa^.Elavern^made a speeen wnxc n' 
had' been written for ]\±rt\ by 
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the WEST ALABAMA OITXW^ nr ™H 



_ pr Tu^caioosa. t-j. said t 

the speech dellveredHSjjfl kas- a protest against the / 
Forum on Human RelatiQnWi 4 jjj^-lntegpation group meeting 
in the Wesley foundation building, Trl p^i^ W. Q^TOMPKINS 
JR», Chief of Police, Tu^calposa, Alabama, stood riearby as 
'SHELTON delivered his speech, but took no action to break 
up this Klan gathering. 



Birm ingham Informant T« 
Which he stated [^ 



■1 furnished a circular 



officer of the WEST ALABAMA CITIZE NS COUNCIL . 
that this circular is apparently al 



It js noted 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELP DIVISION 

It is noted that the AMERICAN STATES' RIGHTS 
ASSOCIATION is now practically inactiWT Imt was "organized b6 
m ab^tfr 1959s" by | [ as a pro-segre- _ hie 

gatipn group. This report included such items as "Final 
Report on Prison 'Population in 32 States and the District 
of Columbia"; "Venereal pisease Infection by State and Rac§", 
and "Illegitimate Birth by State and Race." According to 
T~l, the circular urges "Join the West Alabama Citizens 
Council Today" and indicates that the address of this 
organization is 205 Masonic Building, Tuscaloosa, Alal^ma, 

The Pickens County Herald and West Alabamian , a 
newspaper pyfc 3,1 shed ?it Qarrolltoh, Alabama, carried ar* ' 
article on March 28, 1957.? entitled, "Must Sacrifice if 
Keep Rights; Gordo 1/fhite Citizens Council Told." This 
article stated that JA^ESUsljMPSON, a £ormer_member of the /Ll-J-~ 
Alabama State Legislature' in bpth the House of Representa-r 
tives and the Senate,, and an unsuccessful candidate .for 
the United States Senate £n 1944, spoke to the GORDO CITIZENS 
COUNCIL on Marph 23, 1957^ 

This article quoted SIMPSON as stating that the 
present civil rights bill submitted tp the U. S, Congress 
would nail down integration and give the Federal Government 
contrql of elections, school and local governments. SIMPSON 
said that if this £111 should pass and be signed into law, 
Reconstruction day would return to the South, SIMPSON, ac- 
cording to this article, said that the pnly ctlterna.tive 
left to Southern people is to vote and eject officials who 
believe in and are willing to protect? tfte jrigfrtsi and ways 
of life of the South and be willing to stand up and fight 
for Southern rights arid the Souther*! way of life. 

According to the above article, Mr. SIMPSON said 
people of the United States previously felt that their City, 
County and State Governments stood between them $nd the 
Federal Government, but that If the above mentioned civil 
rights legislation passe4, then tl}e Federal Government will 
be "close? than your City police, your City Government a,nd 
your own Circuit Court?. It will, in fact, be a regulatpry 



- 2~- 



J .- 



RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



power to which we all mu§t conform. " Mr. SIMPSQN reviewed 
the history of Civil Rights legislation , stating that the 
United States Supreme Qourt has ruled on 14 different 
cases that "separate, but equal , facilities for the white 
and colored races was the 'law of the land 1 " and then in 
195^ j the Supreme Qourt reversed itself on all th§se prior 
decisions and repudiated what had been considered law for 
the past 70 years 3 according to SIM?SON. Mr. SIMPSON 
reviewed the War Between the States and Reconstruction 
days in the South. SIMPSON asked his hearers s according 
to this article , to stand firm today and have the pame 
courage and devotion 1?o "ypur cax^e and your rights that 
your fathers and grandfathers did ?f ; that if the Southern 
people are willing to make these sacrifices, then the 
"threat of racial integration can b$ turned ba?}c, if ; 
the people will stand up and fight for these rights and 
customs. Races must be kept separate, then each Q&n rise 
as high as individual members 1 ability permits." 

Mr. §IMPSQN 3^id tftat the Republican Party is 
less "aggressive and less determined to force civil rights 
legislatipn upon the South than is the Democratic Party* 
traditional party of this sep^iQn. 11 



Mr. SIMPSON was introduced by V. \U[ ELMORE, 
Chairman of the QORDO„OXTI£MS_CpUNCIL who wds.high in 
his praise of the Birmingham attorney. 
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Editor- i&s, Ji &ijttmohs y ; b£. th# 
': ptffidial'vorgaii rbf ,£h<s, -Citizens^ 
1 (Councils, of America* complains^ 
., oi enemies .who^inMsJ Qii (Sailing S 

He well says, that the word < 
f ends,' toi'oiiaketKe 'councils 'ap?" 
jpear as groups of wM-eye6Vrac~ ( 
ist^ an£- f anaticaXiextr'emisig.^ 
, Ms jjoint is ior .both, members; 
-arid enemies! ibi^c^^bnxe.Ci^', 
izehs Coufictts,* deserve- tb> #ev: 
'called s< White" lin'^is rhltetnir; 

.setise, but >nbne*6ver< which tti&fc • 

•like ^Mrv Simmons' preside; {, *;■ 

. ^eSoul^siesistarice^volye^;; 

so. many people an# *suq& ■ aiis^ } 

( itifi'able' passion tHat folding; #\ 
-:to* tKQ v ;sahe:'aiid' orderly; course i 
^h^h, 1 Mw& , e^.vwi#-Aeeds-e|:er s ' t , 
hal\vi|ilahcev ■» i „,«, ,, *;,■;! 
- " Take it officially fttfm -the^Gft?' ' 

; izetis *Gditfacil$;/df America, afc ,; 

», any»rat^ ^at'th^el^jia 'White^l 
4 \ the name. ;"'';; -; 

,- 4sr 

*b fr' fert. cX^ ^wton;* of ^Jacjksog*. 

aCmOftioxMQi 'therefor ft; 
1 Seadably he.pijoposes.a ^resettte* 
;, memV'' organizktibit to distribute/ ? 



society^ coiorea people;: tqaar 
M$£& *ne- Segr&M :a^egr^;vs|^ 
;' dairy, economically,- ..culturally ' 
'^hdnSjeJfjcoilscibusiyji, •■", y^\'! : " 
3te - jfevrt'dii:-, itfiMsr tfif; .the 

' * i.u 4L. "•'i'd.t.i. ii'_ ' ^.Tli---i- ^^il^it J..H.LJS. 
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Birmingham, Alabama 

April 9, 1957 

Pinal Edition 
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Office JMjdPloraflduM • UNITED states government 



^ 



to : Director, FBI (105-34237) 



lRDM : SAC, Birmingham (105-364) 



.X%J 



(* 



subject; -DITIZENS COUNCI LS 

.BIRMINGHAM. FIELD DIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



DATE: 



5-15-57 



Remylet April 12, 1957; in captioned matter 
and Bulet to Atlanta, December 13, 195§.> captioned 
"Citizens Council; Internal Security -X." 

No pertinent information has been received 
concerning Citizens Councils activities in the Birmingham 
area since submission of referenced Birmingham letter. 
This matter will be f ollox^ed in the Birmingham Office 
in accordance with instructions in Bulet to Atlanta 
dated December 13* 1956. 



RECORDED . 51 



* ', 



2 - Bureau (EM) 
1 - Birmingham (105-364) 
" 0BS:MPL" 
(3) \- 



/^o--3^??7^- Q 



ff 
SO MAY 21 1SS7, 



*U*» \ *' 




>w 



m. 



i-"-' 



y 




«c kiaison Section 
eo Mr* Williams 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/SAB/SBS- 



4? 



# 



& 



^lQ$~$*227«k- 1 



/W*: 



# 



Data i Jooa 21, lf^ 

S»i AesUUat Chief of Staff* mMMgmm 

" ITufniTi'MTit Af ttoA Am& 

SlMI ItaS&&£Ui 

*a«t»ia«tGa 25* B« £♦ 
Attention* Ciii*f f security BiTi*ion 

*«d»r*l Barwa »f Xiwe&tig»tl6& 

sttbjoati cnuim ummzm 




is bains fttradi&ti sen luwtMi^ ffflp 



1 i Dtraetor of iiaval Iat*IlAg#sc* < 
1 * Of fieo of Bptcial Iav#»tigaUoas 



cc Assistant Attorney Gen&ral (*C 
William ?♦ foiapkiiis (By form 

ce Assistant Attorney G#ne*al {% 
Warraa 01a#y III (By W&m 




Tolson 



Nichols . 
Bootdiiian 
Belmont ^ 

Parsons 1* 
Rosen ___ 
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Trotter 
Nease* 
Tele. Boom 
Holloman 
Candy «- 



(9) 




li2J0N1.819S? 

MAIL ROOM Ct 



ffOOUglERSHfe 







: JUN 2 11957 

ll -HWTTT I » I - I l » 1 I > llj ll l ) | frj^ 






>i 



If 



!%! 



*> 



S..4 



<2^W' 



GffV/^ 



^e^NLefflovandufn • united states government 
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0# 



to : Director, FBI ( 105-34237 * sub 4) date= June 14, 1957 



W^R-oaT: SAC, 



„ Birmingham (150-364) 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM ■FIELD DIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



•% 
^ 



Remylet May 15,, 1957 > in captioned matter and 
Bulet to Atlanta dated December 13, 1956 , captioned 
"Citizens Councils; IS - X. n 

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of a blank 
memorandum in captioned matter dated June 14, 1957- One 
extra copy of the attached memorandum is being submitted 
for Bureau file 105-45102 , regarding the Bessemer , Alabama 
Citizens Council. 
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In Reply \ Pleasq Refer to 
FUeN* 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

300 America^ Life Building 
Birmingham 3, Alabama 
June 14, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



"Oja May 17, 1957, 



Agent pf the 



3,11th CIC Petachment, United states Armv. furnished, some in- 
formation obtained frojn Captain [ L S-2, 
United States Army Military District, Alabama, Birmingham, 
Alabama, to the effect that a complaint had been received 
concerning Negroes participating in the Army Reserve Program 
in Bessemer, Alabama • 
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AftP.nT>rHncr fcn fthi g ^nfnynnflHnn np May l 4, 1957 3 

[Alabama >P 



or a garaen club, telephoned[ 



t t Birmingham 

Sub-District; to register a "complaint; regarding the "Negro 
Training Center' 1 (presumably referring to the Alabama Metal 
Products Building where the Army Reserve has been meeting,) 
It is npted that the Alabama Metal Prod,uc^s Building is in a 
white area in Bessemer and the Reserve troops train there, 
including several Negroes. I I reported that this 

topic, concerning the training center mentioned above, was 
discussed at a Garden Club meeting in Bessemer on May 14 or 
15, 1957. 



On Way 17, 1957, 



Uo S 
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Army Reserve Command, Headquarters Third Army, advised that 
the Government was terminating its lease of the Alabama Metal 
Products Building in Bessemier. On May 17, 1957, also, JESS 
LANIER, Mayor of Bessemer, disqussed this matter with an 
official of the Army and during the discussion, Mr. LANIER 
said he has had 12 or 15 complaints opposing the proposed 
location of a Reserve Training Center in the Broadmoor area, 
a separate and distinct area from the location of the Alabama 
Metal Products Building. Mr. LANIER said spme of the com- 
plaints regarding the Broadmoor site had come from White 
Citizens, Council members and he felt there was some connec- 
tion between these new complaint? and the Broadmoor complaints* 
Mayor LANIER did not identify any of the complainants. He 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



emphasized his fear of raoie.1 disturbance and said he believes 
all action concerning the proposed Broadmoor Reserve Training 
Center be held in abeyance until he tjas a chance to obtain 
a more realistic ppllf. qf opinions ajnong residents of the 
Broadmoor area. 



On May 29, 1957, 



who 



m3.de alterations for the Govepnmsm; in sne amount or approxi- 
mately $10,000.00 on the Alabama Metal Products Building, 
offered §ome suggestions as to why opposition has developed 
in Bessemer regarding government occupanpy of this building* 

Several years ago, ^pcprding to | | an 
$tt$mpt was made to t^iionize Alabama, Metal Products Company, 
There was considerable trouble at the plant, picketing, threats, 
etc. The owner closed the plant apd moved it to Rosedale, 
.Mississippi. Tfre cltize&s wjap liyed near the plant objected 
to this because they piade a livelihood working at the plant. 
Js^id that the unip;n and forpier plant employees intend 



to keep the factory building unoccupied since occupancy by 
the government would elipi^n^te or minimize t he poss ibility of 
the building being used again $,s a factory. I I said he 
believes £he above developments arp what actually precipitated 
the objection to government QCCupa,A c y of the Alabama Metal 
Products Building, rather than anv i ague concerning Negro 
Reservists usjing the building. | J feeljs that an effort 



bo 
b7C 



was made by local unions to blame racial problems with the 
situation, rather than reveal the real 'reason behind the op- 
position^ 
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Mr* Williams 



10$-3W*37«*li> c> 



Dates 



From 



August 27$ 19!?7 

Assistant Chiof of Staff » Intolliscnco 
Department of the Aray 
2ho Pentagon 
Washington Z% D, C« 

Attention J Chief „ Security Division 

tfohn Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Subject* C1SI2SIIS CODITCILS 



X 



Tolson 

Nichols _ 
Boardraan 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter, 



Shores is being furnished you herewith for 
your information a copy of a no«orandua dated August 17 » 
1957* captioned "Gitiscns Council Birninchaa Field 
Division" prepared by the Birain£ha& Office of this 
Euroau* 

Eacloiaaro- 

1 - Director of llavol Intelligence 

1 - Offico of Special Investigations 
Air Force 



Encioij 




(aacloburo) 

ijji 1 



1 - AAG Tompkins (By 0-6, Same Date). (Mcloggrce) 
1 - A AG Olney (By 0-6 a Same Date). (Eto<5^|ure-)' 






CFW:bam 
(9) 



NeaseV" K C^H ^ ■ \V 

Tele/itt*oSH*jrjr' # ^Mt"/ \ 
Holloman Wji_- » 



Holloman 
Gandy 
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UNITED STA1ES GOVERNMENT 



to i Director, FBI (105-34237, sub 4) date: 8/17/57 



, Birmingham (105-364) 



r, 




subjept: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

HMlMfffll'lEEDlJIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



*s 



Attached hereto are eight copies of a blank memorandum, 
dated 8/17/57; captioned as above, reflecting informa- 
tion contained in Tuscaloosa and Birmingham,, Ala., 
newspapers relating to meetings of Citizens Councils. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

jnRepty.PieaseReferto 300 American Life Building 

FUe No. Birmingham 3^ Alabama 

August 17, 1957 

CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD, DIVISION 

"The Tuscaloosa News/ 1 Tuscaloosa, Alabama newspaper, 
carried an article August 3, 1957 , entitled, "§outh Can Keep 
Segregation - For A Price, Says pavi|S." This article referred 
to a speech by State Senator- ALBERT^VJS of Pickens_Comty> *".. 
Alabama, at an open-air rally of " the West Alabama Citizen? 
Council, August 2, 1957*. in the Alberta City Fayk, a suburb 
• of Tuscaloosa. LEONAR^OLSQN, Citizen^^ / ' / , 

presided • Among the remarks made by DAVIS, "The Tuscaloosa — ^^^ 
New[s" quoted the following: 

"We must drag out the beaste and expose thejii 
for what they are. It's a fight that demands 
cqurage and not for weaklings » We ape looking 
for strong men and women, the kind that'll lay 
down their lives if need be to support a cause 
they love/ 1 



"Preservation of our way of life in the South 
can be had, but; it'll require eternal vigilance, 
courage and not weakness*" 



"It'll take the character that folks showed in 
the\60 ! s, men like those who staggered back home 
in defeat, men of the Confederate Arpiy yrho loyed 
the heritage that was theirs. They found big- 
footed niggers in key places who had armed r '" ; 
^S.oidierp to carry out their orders. But our 
men had the manhood, the stuff that it took to 
save our souls from 'the curse." 
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RE; " CITIZENS COUNCILS 

•RTBMTOPxHAM FIELD DIVISION 



•< You need not expect the big politicians 

to carry the flag in this fight. They're 
too scared. . . " 



■•you must he willing to go into our colleges 
and say I wanta know something about the stutt 
you are cramming down the throats of our 
voung people. Some of them are putting on 
caodnd gown to pour out poison to the youth 
or P AmSrifa SomS are hiding behind the Cross 
of Calvary to do their dirty work. You must 
Se willing to go into the pulpits of the land 
and question the preaching of a social doctrine 
The folks who write religious literature are 
poisoning our youth." 



"As for the left-wing press, I say to hell with 
them. Too many are owned and controlled by 
Eastern capital. I'd just as soon they'd not 
be down here." 



"If we don't do something about this, your son 
or daughter will in time tell you that the 
stuff you talk about is poppycock and strong 
men will be heard to cry. 

"It's certainly coming if you don't rise up 
and inquire into every nook and cranny about 
those who teach our young, those who make our 
laws here and in Washington. The victory is 
ours if we but pay the price. 

"We have been federalized until the little 
farmers of America can no longer make a Jibing 
on their farms. They must go to town and beg 
somebody for a job." 
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RE: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM -FIELD DIVISI ON 

According to "The Tuccaloqsa News", Senator DAVT3 
characterized the United States Supreme Court as "that bunqh 
pf nine old ]DU2^ards who sit up there on one roost and attempt 
to federalize all our schools in one stroke." The article 
further quoted Senator DAVIS as saying, "It's gonna take guts, 
sacrifice, toil and willingness to take abuse, but the price 
is the youth of this country and children of the ne^ct genera- 
tion By the help of God we'll win." 

This article further reflected that Judge GEORGE 
WALLACE of parbour County also spoke briefly on this program. 
He told about his experience in testifying in Washington against 
the proposed Civil Rights Bill and said we In the South must 
do three things: "We must never succumb to tl^e idea that the 
mingling of the races is inevitable becaust it isn't. We mu$t 
continue a fight within the law and we should tell the Negroes 
we are the^r best friends, which we are. Through it all we 
must try tp maintain peace and tranquility among all people. 
Our system is not based on ill will but what we in pup own 
hearty feel is best for both races." 

"The Birmingham News" for August 8, 1957 ^ carried 
an article concerning a meeting of the Bessemer Citizens 
Counoil pn that date. This article said that QRQVER^S., 
^^cLEOD, Birmingham Attorney, and a defense lawyer at the 
recent Clinton, Tennessee,, trial would address the meeting* / 
The meeting was tcfftave been held at the Bessemer Court 
Hpuse, beginning at 7 : 30 p.m. According to this article. 
Reverend J. J^BECK, Chairman of the Bessemer Citizens Council, 
announced that the- meeting would be held* t ' f 

■ > l £t/t<t $$'/////' 

The "Birmingham Post-Herald" for June 26, 1957, 
carried an article which said that Judge GEORGE C;^ALLACE, 
Thipd Judicial Circuit of Alabama, would speak^afe'k meeting 
of the Independent Bessemer^ Citizens Council, Friday night, 
June 28, 1957. The article "stated "'that""the public was in- 
vited to attend, aqcording to Rev. J.- J, BECK, Chairman of 
the Bessemer Citizens Council. The article stated that 
Judge WALLACE would be introduced by JOSEPH S. MEADE, Birming- 
ham attorney. Rev. J. J. BECK was quoted as saying that 
Judge WALLACE was invited to speak because of his "wide knowl-^ 
edge of the problems now confronting this and other Southern 
communities . If 
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Assistant Chief ef Staff, Intelligence 
fcepartaumt of tto© Away 
Stie Pentagon 
Washiagtoa 25, B* 0* 

Attention: Chief, Security Division 

Joha Idgar Hoover, Bisector 
JMeral Bureau of Investigation 



Streets CIIIZIIIS GWMCZIS 

mmimm #xsld bxvisxoii 

XV3BSMAL HECOaXTO - X 

3h*re is being f umisfaad jroa herewith for 
iafonaetion a copy of • aaaora&Ssa dated 

3t A9£?# P**pa?e4 by the Birmingham Offico 
Ifcjraau canc«r&ing the aaptioa«<5 natter* 



etor @f tfaval Intelligence 



X * Office of SpeoiaX Investigations < 

Air Force 





\t 



T olson 

Nichols _ 
Boaidmcm 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

Nease 



1 - Assistant Attorney General (Efl^osfcjafO 

William F. Tompkins (By ForfirOrf, same date) 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



ALL INFORMATION COKTAIIJED 
HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/SAB/SBS 



Office NLetnorandufn • united states government 



to , : Director, FBI (105-34237 sub 4) 

C\J) ^' 

HrY v * iLOM : SAC » Bi ™*2Sk&2? (105-364) 



, subject: ^CITI25MS_C,OJUNCILS 

BIRMINGHAM FIELD TDIVISION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



X 



DATE: 9-3-57 



Attached hereto are eight copies of a blank 
memorandum dated September 3, 1957, concerning the above 
captioned matter. 



Birmingha m Confidential Informant T-l is 
PSI of the Birmingham Office. 
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ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEBE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

'DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBA¥/SJIB/3B3 



In Reply *, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

300 American Life Building 
Birmingham 3, Alabama 
September 3, 1957 



CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



On August 30, 1957, Birmingham Confidential In- 
formant T-l, who has provided reliable information in the 
past, f urnished a circular letter made available to T-l 
through | I the CITIZENS COUNCIL 

OF ENSLjix, tsirmxngnam, Aiaoama* xne letter contained the 
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following information: 






"HELLO WHITE FOLKS 



"At Sen* Sam Englehardt's request there 
will be a meeting of the officers and members 
of the board of directors of the Citizens 1 
Councils of Jefferson County that are affi- 
liated with the Citizens' Councils of Alabama 
at the City Hall Court Room in Homewood, Ala., 
at 8 p*mj on Wednesday, August 28th. 

"This may well be the most important 
meeting you have ever attended, and your 
presence is urgently requested* This is a 
closed meeting and because you may not see 
an account of it in the daily papers do not 
let it slip your memory* 

"The speaker will be the Hon. Sam Engle- 
hardt and the main topics of his speech will 
be the following: 

"No. 1 — The Governor's Race. Facts 
on the past record of each leading candidate 
as it affects our cause* 

"No* 2 — 'Civil Rights 1 Legislative 
Report* 
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CITIZENS COUNCILS 
BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION 



"No* 3 — Reorganization and rejuvena- 
tion of Citizens' Councils* 

"No* 4 — Report on Democratic Executive 
Committee members to be elected. 

"If you are truly a segregationist and 
want to help in the fight to preserve States' 
Rights, individual freedom and to save your 
country, you will not miss this meeting* 
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The above is for your information and should not 
be disseminated to unauthorized' persons or agencies* 
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DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/5AB/5B3 
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Ojjkt MemOfMduM • united states government 

to i Director, FBI (105-34237-sub 4) date* 9/16/57 




prom : SAC, Birmingham (J0W3W) 



SUBJECT: 
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JBIIffigHAM FIELD DHISM 
IS • X 
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Attached hereto are eigh t ponies of a blank memo, 



&fced 9/16/57, concerning | | Citizens Council 

member, Birmingham, Ala., and his visit to the Alabama 
Military District, advising he thinks using integrated 
troops in a parade on November 11th in Birmingham might 
lead to racial trouble. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

300 American Life Building 
Birmingham 3* Alabama ,& 
September 16, 1957 v 



<"!» 



CITIZEN'S COUNCILS 
BIBMIN6HAM FIELD DIVISION 






On September 10, 1957, 
made available the following information: 



On fj&nj-.exnihenr* Q TQOT 



1-.HA Alabama MiHt-.q-irw TH g ■!-»■< „-H 



Birmlngham. Alabama, visited 



aavxsea ne is connected with an independent Citizen's Coun- 
cils East Birmingham, He said that in his opinion it would 
be disastrous to use integrated troops in the annual Veteran's 
Day parade in Birmingham on November 11. He stated that his 
council does not believe in violence, but that Asa Carter and 
his Citizen's Council members might do something at the 
parade which would cause a race riot. I H said he 
feels that the Army should send white troops to B : 
or send none at all. 
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;roops -co Birmingham 



It is noted that in the past Third Army Headquarters, 
Fort McPherson, Georgia, has provided troops for this parade. 

The "Birmingham News" for March 17, 1956, carried 
an article which indicated that the formation of a new in- 
dependent Citizen's Council in East Birmingham was being dis- 
cussed after three officers of the Eastern Section Citizen's 
Council resigned. Chairman T. H. Hagan and two other officers 
stepped out as officers, but not as members — because of a 
disagreement with Asa E. Carter, Executive Secretary of the 
North Alabama Citizen's Council. According to the "News", 
the friction among members of the Eastern group arose over 
a "divinity of Jesus Christ" clause in the Constitution of 
the North Alabama Council. The clause bars from membership 
people who do not believe in the divinity of Christ, which 
includes Jews. 

The "Birmingham Post Herald" for March 17, 1956, 
printed the following regarding the Council split: 
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"T. H. Hagan, the resigned Chairman, who is a 
florist for Montgomery 1 s Florist , Inc., said he had tried 
to oonduct his office in a * sober-minded* dispassionate 
and deliberate manner 1 , but he said he could not see eye to 
eye with Carter. Carter said Hagan was Justified in resign- 
ing since his Council repudiated him on everything he stood 
for. He added, "They voted down each measure he had advocated". 
Carter, who termed Hagan a New Jersey Yankee, said his posi- 
tion of status quo was not and is not x our basic policy to 
turn this thing into an action movement instead of a reaction 
movement. He was voted down. Thereupon he resigned. f " 

This memorandum is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and neither it nor its contents are 
to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



Director, FBI (105-34237) 



DATE: 



10-22-57 




m~ 



SAC, Birmingham (105-241) 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

^M^mOTBECURITY - X 
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Rebulet to Atlanta dated October 9, 1957. 

The Birmingham Office will attempt to utilize 
current Klan informants as informants in securing infor- 
mation regarding potential violence in Citizens Councils. 
If these are not adequate, there are several individuals 
who were furnishing some information regarding Citizens 
Councils who will be considered as potential informants 
and Bureau authority will be requested to contact them. 



It is noted* for example* that \ 



a7vr.il a 1 



vas 

ana may 
should be 
niifposes, 
who is 



oe wining xo rejoin xms group. 

noted, adjoins Birmingham, and for ail 

is a geographical part of Birmingham. 

in the process of being discontinued as a Jiian informant, 

resides near Bessemer, Alabama, and may be willing- to join 

the Bessemer Citizens Council. The wife op J is 

opposed to the Klan, but, mn.v not qbject to 

ing a Citizens Council. 

secure information from 

at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

many individuals belong 

Council in their area. 



is 
join- 



it is believed, can 



the West Alabama Citizens Council 
Informants have pointed out that 
to both the Klan and a Citizens 



The Birmingham Office will try to place an in- 
formant in the key Citizens Councils in the Birmingham 
area where the only integration trouble of any moment 
has occurred to date. 



Per Bulet, a letter will be submitted every 30 

days setting forth steps taken to insure success of this 
program. Bureau authority will be requested separately 

to contact each Klan informant or other individual in 

question as a potential informant in instant matter. 

^- Bureau «*) / <£"- #^?7 ^ //• 
1 - Birmingham (105-241) 
CBS:MFL 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/SAB/SBS 
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I on enclosing a memorandum dated 
Octobor 7, 1957 • captioned. "Racial Conditions, 
XdtUo Bock, ArJbnsatK^^ 
Interna X Security - X," for your information* 



Enclosure 
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1 i Mr* wflLllam P. Rogers 
s &q$VL$& Attorney General 

1 ^dHtllrtant Attorney General 
< JUtvrreijh Olney III 

1 - A*i»l*£ant Attorney General 
Georgfe Cochran Doub 

1 - Aeeistant Attorney General 
W. Wileon White 



1 - Mr. Nichols 
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ALL IHFOEHATXOS COHTAIMED 
HERE IE 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/SAB/SBS 



Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



Director, FBI (100-135-4) 



DATE: 10/7/57 




SAC, Birmingham (100-3080) 



RACIAL CONDITIONS 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
Citizens Councils 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



Enclosed herewith are seven copies of a blank memorandum 
for the Bureau and one copy for the Little Rock Office. 



T-l is l 
the past. 

@) Bureau (Enclfi? 7) RM 
1 Little Rock$<Encl. 1) RM 
1 Birminghame 
CFB:mmh ^ 
(4) 



]who has provided reliable information in 
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Office Memorandum • united statR government 

■o .- ■ Director, FBI (100-135-4) date : 10/1/57 



VUry^M^: 



4. 



SUBJECT. 



SAC, Birmingham (100-3080) 



RACIAL CONDITIONS 
, BIBJOTgW, ALABAMA, and 
- CITIZENS COUNCILS. 

INTERNET SECURITY - X 



f v ' 



Attached hereto are eight copies of a blank memorandum 
apti.ing forth informa tion furnished by|_ 



September 23, 1957. 



U« S. Army, Birmingham, Aiaoama, on 
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Bit— t>f r ifg I'Uff ■ 



ill* M*b«a* KUtt*r} M*tfft«f um it* AKaliMaM** t# pr*r«mt 
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ia«falaty af tat awv WUJWH N, wwciiifl la *tpu« *a «ai» 
aKtttr aai jraa«i»»« a aatlta att nwi ■■iwytul lattar« 
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Office Memorandum • united staRs government 




to : Director, FBI (105-34237) 



from : SAC, Birmingham (105-241) 

f 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



DATE 



11-23-57 



Rebulet to Atlanta, October 9, 1957, and 
Birmingham letter to Bureau, October 22, 1957. 

The program for development of coverage in 
Citizens Councils in those areas where trouble might 
arise, due to integration problems, is as follows: 



on 



The Rirmirtp-ham 



Office has a closed 

aad furnished, prior "xo Decem- 



ber 1U56, some information concerning the NORTH BIRMINGHAM 
CITIZENS COUNCIL. The Bureau has been requested, in line 
with instructions set forth in Bulet to Atlanta dated 
October 9, 1957, to utilize I I in the current program 



the ALABAMA 

. OFFICE in Calera, Alabama, has furnished some 
xnxormaxion concerning Citizens Council activity in Calera 
Alabama, in the past. His file has been reopened and it 
is contemplated that Bxpeaju authority will be requested 
to utilize services of 
County, Alabama area. 



concerning the Calera-Shelby 



at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, **&p 



who was at one time a security informant in Elan matters 
in the Birmingham Office, is being considered in connection 
with the Citizens Council in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. His 
file has been reopened and it is contemplatfi£L_th£_Bureau 
will be requested for authority to contact [ 
this regard. 



xn 



Bessemer, Alabama, 

the ^SSgEEEK 'CITIZENS COUNCIL, furnished sub- 
sxantiai Information to this office concerning the large 
BESSEMER CITIZENS COUNCIL prior to December, 1956* Her 
file has been reopened and the Bureau will be requested 
for authority to recontact her in this regard. 
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2 - Bureau (RLI) 

1 - Birmingham (105-241) 

CBSrMFL 

(3) 
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No information has been received since institu- 
tion of this program. The above possible informants will 
furnish information concerning the areas most likely to 
have integration trouble in the Birmingham area; however, 
this matter is being carefully followed and it is contem- 
plated that other potential sources v/ill be open for 
development, although Citizens Council activity has 
declined in the Birmingham area and in many councils, 
practically all of the council members belong to Klan- 
type organizations . 
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ill 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



j Director, miQoS-M 1 ^) 



m 



m* : SAC, Birmingham (105-241) 

/ 
subject: CITIZENS COTCM 

immmi security - x 



DATE: 12-16-57 



Enclosed are eight copies of a blank memo- 
randum reflecting information contained in an article 
captioned "Citizens Councils Plan Poll of Office-Seekers" 
y which, appeared in "The Birmingham News, " a local daily 
newspaper, Birmingham, on December 8, 1957, 




23 
GD>23 



\ 1 1 -^ P i 

'> q rt ,.' c' 2 - Eureau (KnclS-8) 

*t a\ f r t 2 - Birmingbaa (105-241) 
\ ft ^ C (105-364) 



IndflMHHB HMSEfiMd igauttiftL ' 

IS DEC 19 



f ) 



^ ^ 



sn3 



\ 



c 



lV if 





ALL IHFORHATION COBTAXIED 
HEREICT IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03™12~2012 BY 60324 UCBAWSAB/SBS 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF WsTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

in Reply, Pieasi Refer to 3°0 American Life Building 

File No. Birmingham 3, Alabama 

December 1G, 1957 



REr CITIZENS COUNCILS 

"The Birmingham Mews, Tt a local daily news- 
paper, Birmingham, Alabama, on December 8, 1957, printed 
an article by FRED TAYLOR, a Staff Writer, entitled 
"Citizens Councils Plan Poll of Office-Seekers •" This 
article was datelined Montgomery, Alabama, and stated 
that the Citizens Councils of Alabama v/ere getting ready 
to submit questionnaires to avowed and prospective 
candidates for Governor or other public and party office 
seekers in the Hay, 1958 Democratic primary election* 
StateJ3enator SM|bSSSEMIARDT, JR. of Macon County, Ala- 
bama, Executive Secretary of the Citizens Council of ^ 
A^lalJam^T^indic^t^d^" according to this article, that 
th£~~queries would be broader than the ones submitted to 
office seekers two years ago* The new questionnaires, 
according to this article, will deal mainly with main- 
taining segregation • Some of the questions asked r in 
the last questionnaire v/ere: 

"Have you ever, or will you solicit the 
Negro vote?" 

"Do you here and now deny the Negro vote?" 

"Will you give your wholehearted support to 

the action already taken by the Legislature 

***n*rtm ox Alabama toward maintaining segregation?" 

&rg )$Z "Has the NAACP or any other organization 

g, l& APS * dedicated to the breakdown of Alabama 

policies on segregation, made any financial 
contribution directly or indirectly to your 
campaign?" 

"Are you willing to submit to this office 
a notarized list of organizations contribu- 
ting to your campaign?" 



)6S"~3*/83?-'H3 



BST<X'"':".r~.'3 



X *■-«. 



RE: CITIZENS C0UI7CILS 



This article stated that one of the candidates 
in Alabama during the last election who ignored the 
questionnaire was Governor JAKES E. FOLSGIJ, who was 
defeated for Denocratie-iTational Committeeman by repre- 
sentative CMRE^S^ffllcICAY, JR. of Talladega, Alabama. 
HcKAY, who was hdSd bf the Citisens Council at~Sylacauga, 
AJLabaraa at that time, answered the questions, according 
to "The Birmingham Hews" article. 

This memorandum is loaned to you by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed outside the agency to 
which loaned. 
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L. 



r. Tfilliams 



SAC t Birainghan (105-241) 



January 3* 1958 



\f 



Director, FBI (105-34237-4) 

f ■ 
CTU2MS WWCIL$. I, 

xhxskkal sEcuidff - x 



Rcurlet dated Decenbor 21, 1957* 

Inasmuch as the Birmingham area appears to 
be a lilrcly spot for integration trouble as pointed 
out in referenced letter you should promptly intensify 
efforts to obtain coverage in citizens councils in 
Birsaingban and the intnediate vicinity. Your coverage should 
be such that you can assure the Bureau that informants 
and sources are in a position to report in advance on 
any possible, violence or violations of laws within the 
Bureau's jurisdiction in which the citizens councils night 
engage. Until such assurance can be given your coverage 
is insufficient. 

NOTii ON YbTJLOtf: 

Birmingham advised Reverend F. L. Shuttlesworth, 
an integration leader, has filed suit in Federal Court in 
Birningham to secure admittance of Negro children to the 
Birmingham schools and, therefore, Birmingham appears to be 
a likely spot for integration trouble. In December, 1956, 
Shut tie sworth's house was dynamited and in September, 1957, ", 
Shuttlesworth was beaten by white men when he attempted 
to take Negro children into a white school. In addition, 
information received at the Bureau over the past two or 
three years indicates people in the immediate vicinity of 
Birmingham have been more violent in opposing integration 
than in other areas. For these reasons Birmingham being 
issued above instructions. 
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Omce NLeL m ^dum • unite^ ^**x*es government 



TO 



Director, FBI (105 - 1S001) 



DATE: 



1-21-58 



^ ^jJ^° M : SAC, Birmingham (105-241) 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



Rebulets January 3, 1958, and January 13, 1958, 
captioned as above, instituting a program for the de- 
velopment of coverage in Citizens Councils, and mylet 
December 21, 1957. 

During the past . sn ri-»w — c^reau authority has 



<£. 



been requested to utilize 

Council of 

on Ja.nnn.yv TO. 



egarding the Citizens 



Y/ect Alabama. simii^axithpritv ms rfifmptfrtpri , 



| On December ?,fi. 19R7 

x^au—autiiority was requested to utilize 
L -ln connection with Eastern Sectio 



'J 



Citizens 



b6 

b7C 
b7D 



-- CTTTzeSl C5S553.1. 
has been approved in connection with the 
Council* 



On November 16, 1957, 
quested to utilize services of 
Council of North Birmingham. 



[n the Citizens 

un i^ovemoer 22, 1957, the 
Bureau instructed that more background be obtained. On 



RiTM^nii Qjjjfcjj ^-^'i -fc-rr "T/aS I*S 



December 9, 1957, Bureau was furnished v/ith furth er i^^ 
mat ion and St. Louis was requested to furnish hipC 
record. The Birmingham Office is waiting on the 



record before Bureau authority can again be requ ested to 
utilize this individual. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



has attended 



of the Citizens Council of East Birmingham si' ncu aiu'eau. 
authority was given to utilize him. LAURIE BATTLE, candidate 
for Governor of Alabama, spoke to the group in the interest 
of his candidacy. 

Rebulet January 3, 1958, points out that efforts 
should promptly be made in the Birmingham area to intensify 
coverage. This is to advise that the Birmingham Office 
feels that where integration efforts are being focused on 
a white school, trouble may well occur there. Our attempted 

: - -J 
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2 - Bureau (RU) 

1 - Birmingham (105-241) 

CBS.HEL 
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placement of coverage will be with this principal thought 
in mind. The Phillips High School and Graymont Elementary 
School are the two schools in Birmingham which will be 
integrated if the Federal Court rules in favor of a 
petititon filed by Reverend P # L. SHUTTLE3WORTH, an inte- 
gration leader. In addition, efforts will be made to 
place informants in other potentially 'dangerous spots. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO ! Director, FBI (105-34237-4) 
0fc * >: SAC, Birmingham 0.05 -241) 

subjecx^> citizens couiTCILS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



DATE: 2-24-58 




Rebulets January 3, 1958, and January 13, 1958, 
captioned as above, instituting a program for the develop- 
ment of coverage in Citizens Councils, and mylet dated 
December 21, 1957. 

On February, 5. 1358, £Jia ,Bureau authorized 
utilising services of 



in connection with 



the CITIZENS COUNCIL OF NORTH BIRMINGHAM* Birmingham 
now has sources of information in CITIZENS COUNCIL OF 
TUSCALOOSA, BESSEMER CITIZENS COUNCIL, CITIZENS COUNCIL 
OF EAST BIRMINGHAM, and CITIZENS COUNCIL OF NORTH BIRMING- 
HAM, It is believed that these are strategic localities 
as far as integration is concerned. ; 

At the meeting of the NORTH ^TRTTTTTGHATJ CIZIZEHS 
COU NCIL on February 12. 1958, \ 
and 



preyajLatjLuiJi ujl a xurge Bcroii con'C&inittg 



upervxsed the 
the signature; 



of Alabamians favoring segregation and who are opposed 
to integration. This scroll is being' put together with 
Scotch tape and contains the names of thousands of Alabama 
citizens and when completed, will be a father large docu- 
ment. Upon its completion, the Council is considering 
asking Senator JOHN SPARiaiAN of Alabama/ or 1 some other 
representative in the U. S. Congress to present this scroll 
to President EISENHOWER. 



On January 13, 1958, 



advised that thp 



CITIZENS COUNCIL OF TOST ALABA MA mm rofc en up, but 



XT 



H. 



buxu tua 



ITT: 



I r>fa.Tifi frr> 



xaar^^axLLze 



of the WEST ALAEAI^A CITIZENS COTOJCiL is now in Texas and 
is tryi ng to hplp direct activities of this counci l *™™ 
Texas. | |Ls opposed to this and stated thatj 



could not operate a Tuscaloosa org aniaaiii nn -?-rnm ^pvn ^ . 



advised that according to 
julu \me>L zfl LABAMA CITIZENS COUNCIL i ll opei'HuJLon & k 
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The EAST BIRMINGHAM CITIZENS COUNCIL was to 
have met on February 21, 1958, at the Thomas Jefferson 
Hotel to listen to an address by Judge GEORGE WALLACE, 
canflidatp for Governor of Alabama in the Hay 1958 primaries. b6 
has not yet reported on this meeting* b7 



^ 



This matter is being given constant considera 
tion in line with the Bureau's desires set forth in 
Bulet to Atlanta dated October 9, 1957. 
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. Office Memorandum • 

TO : Director, FBI (105-34237-4) 
C^gj FROM . gAc ^ Birmingham ( 105 _241) 

Lf. SUB J ECT: CITIZENS COUNCILS 
*VL' INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



UNITED 






TES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 



3-21-58 



Rebulets January 3, 1958, and January 13, 1958, 
captioned as above, instituting a program for the develop- 
ment of coverage in Citizens Councils, and mylet dated 
February 24, 1958. 

There has been no change in the informant 
coverage in Citizens Councils since relet of February 24, 
1958, was submitted* 

There has been no significant activity in the 
various Citizens Councils in the past 30 days. 



According to [ 



] if the panel of Federal 



Judges renders a decision in favor of integration on 
April 3, 1958 ..JUl the Shuttlesworth Case, there will be 
increased activity in the Citizens Councils. Birmingham 
will follow this situation through informants and the 
Bureau will be advised. 
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Office MjdmOVmlduM • UNITED SlSffis GOVERNMENT 
to : Director, FBI (105-34237-4) date: 4-23-58 

sdfd : SAC, Birmingham (105-241) 

? & > " 

/.' ^subject. CITIZENS COUNCILS 
/ INTERNAL SECURITY - X 

Rebulets January 3, 1958; January 13, 1958, 
captioned as above, instituting a program for the de- 
velopment of coverage in Citizens Councils, and mylet 
dated March 21, 1958, 

There has been no change in the informant 
coverage in Citizens Councils since relet of March 21, 1958, 
was submitted* Nothing important has happened in the 
various Citizens Councils in the past 30 days. 
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SAC, Birrinsli&n (105-241) 
Director, Pfll (105-34237-4) / ^ 



2*y 14, 1953 



CltlZCUS COUNCILS 

f&urlct dated May 2, 195S, in which you set 
forth results of your determinations concerning having 
Klan infomrntG and potential informants cover 
activities of citizens councils. 
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Boardpitsii 
Botraotit „ 
Mo.'a 



— -r ^ 



Honor* - 
Taimn — 

Trotter _™ ~ ; 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gaudy — 



4>SIs[ 



.Puro&t? authorit y is — 

]and| 

x2~5 



r«»wi«frrt.f 4-/\ gmndfraC $ 



J 



oncoming 



Test Alabsr^ Citizens Council ami Cit&zuns Council 
of Piclcojis County, respectively* IHtrinji the contact 
with these PSIf? it should be rtr/Je clear to thcr that 
the Bureau is not interested in the lcflitir-ate activities 
of citizens councils but only in violations of laws 
within the Xh!roa?.i*s jurisdiction, particularly 
civil riobts violations, or information concerning 
possible acts of violence. 

Furnish, Bagman nrorntly results of year 
contact with I u 



1 ~ Bufile 
1 - Bufile 



b7C 
b7D 



NOTE ON YELLOfo: 

By let 4/15/58 appropriate offices were 
instructed to consider using Klan informants and potential 
informants in connection with coveraqe of citizens councils. 
Birnincjham has recorwended these two individuals be 
contacted for this purpose* Nothino derogatory located 
in Bnfilos and no information set forth in rolftt to indicate 
contact inadvisable. 

Tuscaloos a. /,la„ 

located. I 



Cred li nwhni ^u'ltiiftC'iorv. i6 ctwrhzxl roco 
1 dofic 



b6 
b7C 



crihfid n,s of nnnrt ronntation and characi b7D 

|(Ua. j\o criminal ^ 



f/ 



«"".». 



■ » j 






record Jocatcd.yOescribod as stable, reputable and trustworthy.* 1 
ftothino doronatory in JBufiles. t 

CPKrdlh je 

I4Y2?.1^B.- i ! .... * /^ \ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAWSAB/SBS 



Office Nlemorundufn • united sta^ government 



to : Director, FBI (105-34237) 



DATE 



5-2-58 



SAC, Birmi ngham ( 105-241) 



tfffil from 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

INl!E3nmTr*SECtJRTTy - X 



& / 




Rebulet to Atlanta, April 15, 1958. 

The following information is being submitted 
concerning Si's and PSI's in Klan matters with reference 
to their possible use in furnishing information concerning 
Citizens Councils: 



This informant has been cooperative in the past 
and has shown no signs of instability* It should be noted 
that the White Citizens Council at Gadsden, Alabama, ac- 
cording to available information, was disbanded approxi- 
mately one year ago j£ a result jcrtjCa^^ 
tfiSHya^T~oF^ not been reorganized. 

During the period of its existence, it appeared to be 
composed of responsible members of the community who were 
in favor of supporting the mainte nance of s egregation through 
legal means. It is believed that | would be suitable 
for membership in the Citizens Council a t r T adsden . should it 



b7D 



be reorganized. It is not believed that| jshould 

be utilized at this time in connection with Citizens 
Council. 

Sylacauga, Alabama 

It is noted that the Citizens Council at Syla- 
cauga is dormant, according to available information. It 
is not believed necessary to have an informant in the 
dormant council at Sylacauga. 



€ 



This informant has been furnishing goo'd infor- 
mation concerning Klan activities at Bessemer, Alabama. 
H lJi£EJ£2£2-S§8kj^^ Council 

i 2.J- Bureau (RM) ?*•- ' , / t^, 

1 - Birmingham (105-241) V / - / - /"_ /y 

CBSrMFL *"^ 

EX-12S .rfwU* 8 * 



b'7D 




BH 105-241 



of Hueytown, where he resides; however, he states that the 
CouncijL^s*aiQ&^ 
ijX Tjhe _can do to^cT^^ 

SSno^ee^ffigs*^ ^Sxs**Tnformant Irould join the Hueytown 
CTtTzehs Council and furnish reports concerning it; how- 
ever, at the present time, it is not recommended that he 
be contacted relative to the Hueytown Citizens Council. 



This informant is being utilized at present con- 
cerning the East Birmingham Citizens Council. 



This informant is presently being utilized con- 
cerning the North Birmingham Citizens Council. 



b7D 



This informant is being utilized concerning the 
Ensley Citizens Council. 



This informant has been inactive in reporting 
Klan matters in the past two or three months. He has been 
trying to get out of the Klan and discontinue his relation- 
ship with this Bureau. Efforts are being made to reacti- 
Ivate him in the Tarrant City Klavern, and while it is 
believed he could join the Tarrant City Citizens Council 
it is not recommended at this time that he be approached 
in this regard. 



PSI 



he was 



Hi 



advised on the initial interview that 



He w ouirt ae aaie 



council as a 



to ZZHnnSET TrZI 'orma tion on 
I He was 



THe 



of the Council and was not very active at tne time the 
Council was an active group. Inasmuch as I lis 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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f 






already approved to furnish information concerning the 
Citizens Council of yuscaloo sa, it is not believed 
necessary to contact 



Jin this regard. 



PS I 



This individual is not a | 

at Tuscaloosa, Dut would De 



aoie to surnisn infor mation rega rding this organization 
merely by joining it, I I is extremely cooperative 

dEfori 10 audi 



and making every ef f o: 



himself with the Tusca- 



t 10 angj 
loosa Klavern of the Klan. It is believed thatjiis 

±nt^e^J,M^§^m^S a member j^FTS^ 

creased by^ joanxng the West Alabama Cxtiz ens Council 

re^rd^^JCJierefore, it is recommended that l | be 
^Olftacted to ascertain whether or not he would affiliate 
himself with the West Alabama Citizens Council. 




PS I 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



This individual is making every effort to procure 
membership in the Reform Klavern of the Kla n. He is an 

| | He is acquainted 

with most of the businessmen in the area and it is felt 
he would be in a position to furnish- information concerning 

^ ggjose^ Qwbp A 1 of Pi ckehs ^ 

"H^ouirtyT " PtKeT leaders 




b6 

b7C 

b7D 



has been extremely^,&Qp t era- 



in tnxs organization. 

tive and sincere^inJbLx^ 

irts "Beiieved he could be utilized in Citizens Council 

matter s. Burea u authority, therefore, is requested to 

contac f l in regard to the Citizens Council of Pickens 

County. 



wu-i c* ■; ax^QjiaaiQja 



J 



He is presently in the 

process of trying to join the Helena, Alabama Klavern of 
the Klan. He lives in East Birmingham and it is noted 
i£jjLl£<^jd^^ JS&S& ~Bi rmi ngham 

Cgunri'l . TTrir the above reasons, it is not recom- 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



nrended~tha{ 



be contacted in regard to Citizens 



Councils at this time. 
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— ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 
standard form no. 64 DATE 03-12 = 2012 BY 60324 UCBAW/5AB/SBS 

Office lABmOTdudum • united stots government 

to : Director, FBI (105-34237-4) date: 5-23-58 

fromC^%3ac, Birmingham (105-241) 

subject:6?cITIZENS COUNCILS 
^ IS - X 

\ l Rebulets January 3, 1958; January 13, 1958, 

captioned as above, instituting a program for the de- 
velopment of ooverage in Citizens Councils; my let dated 
April 23, 1958, and mylet to Bureau, May 2, 1958, 

There has been no change in the informant coverage 
in Citizens Councils since relet of April 23, 1958, how- 
ler referenced letter of May 2, 1958, set forth tabulation 
of Klan informants being used in Citizens Councils and 
also the possibility of using two other individuals in 
this connection. The Bureau gave permission t o contact b6 
PSI f s | I concerning b ?c 

the West Alabama Citizens Council and Citizens Council of b?D 
Pickens County, respectively* This matter is being 
handled by the Birmingham Office and results will be sub- 
mitted to the Bureau in the near future. 



/ 



'( %? - Bureau (RM) /. 

1 - Birmingham (105-241) MC/r> 
CBSrMFL -<0$ 

(3) ^p.>c? 



loS*-^h:6'?~ t f ~*&B 



67 tttf 281958 




1 - Mr. Villieins 



SAC, Birmingham (1®$* 



Sun* IS* If S3 



Mreistor, FBI i%Q5~Z&$?j4) 



V/e&&m& wmmhs ■ -■."'■>■.:.. ■'■?:: . ■.. " 

was orantert far jrnar off tea to c ontact |»Sts 



. . Eef* f' also made l© Hal te ::Mia*$ii 

dated tee 13, 'WE' e^ti«m«4 as above, copies t# 
yattr office, discontinuing tie program for 

'iwirees. Is tiiea* councils . , ■■' - : ,.. 




In the event 



] have net 



*&is#a$|-' '■!>©©» contacted me contact should %#: made in 
■line' mM-: la^tntetione. ' set ferfcfc 4* reMe* :3r«ftft 1| # 
tl|8v. -to'- tfie event they have already beea contacted 
s-ulet results immediately. 
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I 



olson _ 
Nichols _ 
Boardman 
Belmont _ 
Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Rosen __^. 
Tonun — ■... 



Trotter 

Nease - 



f^le. Rbom^ 
Ifoiioman— 
Gandy _L 



1 -. 
1 * 
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"-fjSTANDAR^FORM NO. 6* 



ML I1F0EICATI0S COHTAIHED 
HEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBATT/SAB/SBS 



Office ^tA^mOYCMdum • united states government 



TO 



: Director, FBI (105-34237) 

Orn K 

^om : sac, Birmingha m (105-241) 

subject: CITIZENS COUNCILS . 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 



DATE; 



6-25-58 



Rebulet to Atlanta, June 13, 1958, and Bulets 
to Birmingham May 14, 1958 and June 8, 1958, and Birmingham 
letter fn Rnrpan .Time 1 ft 1QSS in the rage entitled 



May 27, 1958, at which 
was discussed with him* 



itrtn i-hn 



1 



was contacted on 
er of Citizens Councils 
said he is not a member 



of the West Alabama Citizens Council, nor has he ever 
been a member of this council* He was advised that the 
Bureau is not interested in the legitimate activities 
of Citizens Councils, only in violations of laws within 
the Bureau's jurisdiction, and, in particular, c ivil rights ; 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



violations concerning possible acts of violence* 

said he must first join the Klan, in his opinion, ana men 
he would join the Citizens Council in order to furnish 
inform ation as to any possible acts of violence by this 
group. [ ' 



Klan sometime i 



* 



lsaid he pla ns tote initiated into the 



The Bureau 
mentioned letter in th€ 
1958, [ 



r at.tpnt.1on is invjted to the above 

case. On June 3, 
Citizens Council 



| was contacted concerning xne 
of Pickens Cojinty, at which time he advised he had never 
been a member of that group; however, he is anauainted 
With 



\ 



of Carrollton, Al abama » wh o | p f this 

Council, He said | | invited him to join and gave 
him a membership application card, but that he has never 
filled out the cariL nor joined the council* He said he 



does not believe 

does he believe the Ci 



County at this time* 

mation concerning any illegal 



7 



:) 



is active in the council, nor 
TTfripnR Council is active in Pickens 
aid he would furnish inf or- 
activities of the Citizens ^ 
Council of Pickens County if this council should ever j ^Lob 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



2=: 



become active in the near future* 



:;</_ 



3^- Bureau (RM) 

1 - Birmingham (105-241) 

CBS:MFL 



m-M 



SI JUL 2 1958 » V flA* 



aj JUM 26 1358 . 






o 

u 
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a, 
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BH 105-241 

Due to the information set forth in Bulet 
to Atlanta dated June 13, 1958, discontinuing the program 
for the development of coverage in Citizens Councils, the 
Birmingham Office will, of course, discontinue its monthly 
letter in this regard* 

I b6 

pill continue to b?c 



be utilized, xx necessary, as sources in the Citizens b7D 
Councils. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



UNITED STATES GOVEO^IENT 

Memoranaui 



ML 1K[ , %iTlul£iM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAN/SAB/SBS 



um 



TO 



S 



/ 



/ 






« 



DIRECT0R,FBI (105-34237) 
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (105-364) (P) 



date: 



12/13/62 



subject: 







CITI ZENS COUNCILS 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta and other offices 
dated 11/20/62. 

The following is the information the Bureau re- 
quested set forth under appropriate captions: 



1. 



COUNCILS 



Jefferson County Citizens Council, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from 12 to 30 persons attend monthly meetings. 
Birmingham Pile No. IO5-58I. No Bureau file number. 

West Alabama Citizens Council, Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama. Estimated membership 65. Tuscaloosa Resident Agency. 
Birmingham Pile No. 105-299. Bureau file No. 105-46001. 

' Citizens Council of Holt, Alabama. Estimated mem- 
bership 25. Tuscaloosa Resident Agency. Birmingham File 
No. 105-320. Bureau file No. 105-48228. 

Bibb County Citizens Council, Centreville, Ala- 
bama, Estimated membership not known at this time. Efforts 
will be made through established sources to ascertain the 
present status of the Bibb County Citizens Council. Tusca- 
loosa Resident Agency. Birmingham Pile 105-318. Bureau 
File No. 105-45547. 



2. 



LEADERS 



Jefferson County Citizens Council 



According to 



(RAC) the following named 

individuals are : leaders of this group. 



2)- Bureau (RM) 
- Birmingham 
CBS:pjt 
(4) 



FU C [ 
DEMO 1962 



(U'J 



b7D 



■itc 






/# 



a 



DEC 14 ^ 62 





F 



BH 



105 -364 fr ffr'h- v * i u 7 ^ ^ 



CtT/z*>*\! 



J J **'«. / £- 



Clerk Southern 
Railway t BlCTang&ank Alabama , residence 



(RAC) advised that 
a Klansman m une past, having been a 



Birmingham, -Alabama. 



2 



__^ has been 

member or the U. S. 



KLANS OF ALABAMA, KNIGHTS O F TEE TC TT KLUX KLAN about 1956. 
This informant advised that I k as subsequently banished 
from this organization because he disagreed with high-level 
policy of the amount of Klan dues and how much should be 



retained by t 
to headquarte 



he local Klavem and how much sho uld be sent 

Wife, 



Company, 
resides &T7 



la employed by 
l_Bi 



j f n 



O t^Ti-m 



Birmingham, Alabama, and 
Birmingham, Alabama.. 



West Alabam a Citizens Council 



resides at 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama . 



He 1 s employed as si 
I and was d 



Land 



i3 



is located at 



scaioosa, Alabama, mis or rice 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama* 



Other officers in this council are as follows: 



residency 
employed 



I TtfrnrKhnnTrf- AT alaaj^a,, 



Northpbtft, Alabama. 



Shop, residence 
barna,. business a actress 
Alabama . 



1 Barber, City Barber 
I Northportj-AJLa- 



Northport, 



k>6 
b7C 



bb 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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BH 105-364 W*$fi fiU$P'r\h\ff CtJfZfiMS cjjvutt 



IMUI'IIIUOJ!'!:. Alabama, busing** aHH^qs I 



Northport, Alabama. 

Citizens Council of Holt, Alabama, . 



of the 
BoartU HUI/I' CT3HZEH5 COUNCIL, residence, 



of the 

bama. 



Holt. Alabama t employee 
Holt, Ala- 



Tuscaxoosa.^ -Axaoama^ [ 



last rp^ orted employed by the 



Holt, Alabama. 



land 



Holt, Alabama, 



•UNCIL, 



COUNCIL, residence 
Hpltt Alabama ■ enrol 




HOLT OIIJIZE NS 



Tuscaloosa, Alabama* 



caiofrsa, Aiaoama," 



I mii 



Tuaeaioosa, Alabama 
* 



, residence, 
&01Z, Alabama # 



Bibb County Citizens Council 



Leaders in this organization are not known at this 
time but will be obtained. 



b6 
b7C 



b7C 
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3. COVERAGE OP COUNCILS 



Jefferson County Citizens Council , Birmingham 3 Alabama 



PCI (RAC) 




confidential source 
established source 



On December 7, 1962, 
the local Citizens Councils in 



be 

b7C 

b7D 



i (RAC) advised all 

j errerson County have con- 



solidated with the Jefferson County Citizens Council, 

On December 11, 1962, 
the only council he knows to be 



advised that 
in Jefferson 



.. . .. . m existence _„ „„„„„ 

County at the present time is the Jefferson County Citizens 
Council, However , both of these individuals pointed out 
that they feel that in the event of trouble of integrating 
some public school facility, some former members of the 
Citizens Councils might participate in some acts to prevent 
the integration of these public schools or other facilities. 
These established sources further pointed out that in their 
opinion a Citizens Council could be dormant today and in the 
event of an emergency, might rapidly reorganize. 



West Alabama Citizens Council 




(PCI) (RAC) 



Citizens Council of Holt, Alabama 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



(RAC) 
(RAC) 



(PCI) (RAC) 
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Bibb County Citizens Council 



bb 

b7C 

b7D 



uentrevi-Lie, Aiaoama 
4. POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE 

Jefferson County Citizens Council 

IffiAg) adyised pn Pepemfrer 7i 1962, that 



states lagnts j^arty is a mamDer or the jerrerson county 
Citizens Council, 



r\r> -hVio n-j 




Ori February 22, 1961, 
attended tl/e me eting nf J&ff&r>xnn 



(RAC) advised he 



n£- 



Jounty Citizens Council 

^_^^_ Informant stated that 

was present a ^d~~armed . Informant said he 

J coat and that when 



saw the Outline of a gun under 

arose to leave, he heard the gun hit agai; 

chair in which he had been sitting . It is noted 



stated that he would shoot any FBI Agent surveilling him. 




has 



(RAC) has formerly advised that some mem- 
bers of the UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. have been observed 



at the meetings nf £h& Jeffe 
particularly 



1 



lha 



son County Citizens Council, 
This informant stated that 



s a xong record in the Klan Organi zation and he 



-1 a a. -rafiTa hater of Negroes. 



a discontinued 
ftftffl tWHflft. advised that 
while 



. It is 



noted that 
£oJ2mant Of 



OF TiD 

a. lZ 

thatj 



1 



r 



tne jbiht 
was known as 
was a member of the U. 



IZEZ 



37 



ttc ktt KLUX KLAN with headquarters in 

1 said that it was Widely believed 
jtfas responsible for dynamiting 



KLAN'S, KNTGHT5 

Atlanta, Georgia 

in Klan circles 

Negro homes near Center Street back of Smithfield Village 

some ten years ago. 

West Alabama Citizens Council 

Very little information has appeared in the public 
press concerning the West Alabama Citizens Council and infor- 



bb 

b7C 

b7D 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 
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ar 
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mation received from available sources has indicated this 
council has been gradually dissolving* 

Citizens Council of Holt, Alabama 



It was learned that| | a member of 

the Board of this council was one of the agitators nn tihp 
namny s of the University of Alabama. dl2£i ng the 



affair in 1956 when 

roll in the University of Alabama. 



attempted -co en- 



b6 
b7C 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEFEIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 03-12-2012 BY 60324 UCBAU/SAB/SBS 




Wed Short Mea$? 
flew Organizqfion ! 

Representatives irOnt 11 :TSe&. 
rspft ^County citizens councils 
et at tfe^CourtMuse. last night 
itf o,r;^oa:niz;e4 'ithe, Jefferson 
nmty Citizens Council. 
Fred Snort, secretary of the 
isley &i"t3&e ns -Council^ w£s; 
ected- enafeman of the new 
nhcili 

i)he new organization is a fco- 
dinatihg group, with, represen- 
tives from M ifr j d£'';thd? or-. 
nizihg councils; 



The,, councils that ,ocgarij2;ed \ ; 
; still w]lf meet separately,.; 
rid retain* Individual officers 
rid bpafds ■&£ directors,.: fchey ' 
arrned the' overall unit to*co- 
rdiriate.activities.ahd pTa'nef- ■ 
acts* * ■ 

bother' officers, elected last 
ght ;were Howard %« Bickeir- 
L ' Tarrant 'jrducati6nal Citi- 
ng pouncltj . vice 'chairniari|- 
rs. H> GJ; J)ickerso% secretary 
&berfe Iv Storey, pueyiown 
■fizens &ouhcit, treasure?,. ; " i 
a?he* organization^ rare 1 allied 
ftti- the Citizens Councils^ 6i 
iabama,,' : ancl, ' through that 
bun," Citizens -'Councils s>$ 
ericar-- '• ' :'" ',' -' ' 



'Sip councils; mefetjngr Ta&i 
gjht have np 1 connection with 
ieKorth Alabama Citizens 
Duncils, headed by Asa Carter 
ML he resigned: -to. run for 
uienaht governor. „ , . 

r Short, said othefc meetings « 
[fir be galled: soon' to plan , 
rider Y organization* vFpur jrpare : | 
itizerii councils in .the cdun-° 
Were' represented at the, 
ie«fe&&*aM they Will vof£ or* 
)inin^ the^riew br§ffrrams«i 



^ 



l^aa^u^quncils pyefeSiHtate 
are forming- the : coWty*n$&e: 
board of $re^tbrsfeips/ ; Short 1 

said; , - '^ /'-' '\, '','/ " <' -, 

The, parent organization, Citi- 
zens Councils df Alabama, is 
headgiiartered' in Seliha; Sen. 
Widter Givhah v o£ Dallas County 
is. chairman, 

Hugb A*. Eocke, • Sr. "and his 
son*: ^neWly; elected Rejtt MugU 
A. I^ocke Jr., were at the meek 
|ng* jasi- night, $hey spoke, to: 
the ,50 to-60 : representatives and 
aided in preliminary '.discussions 
of ,a ptoposed'constitution/ 
^■AJsp gtffi e aheetin£ was. Jtepj 
{FSTTOffeaf'wbo is: i fcjhe; Ta r- 
jant Citizen s - Councffi i J "^ 
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£he Jefferson. County €\t r 
fms Gouncit was- orgaiiizediasi 
plight by -representatives of ii 
Citizens eouncils vf alf eady IxL 
Existence in the county. 

It wa$ set nip M a> coordinate 
fn£ agency i o> the 1 ifidtviduat 
councils which AvilF continue 
tcr nold meetings, irioVelect o& 
ficersr Each of the- ^councils 
fill have & .voice nit^e newly* 
rganized group. ^ij 



fersojif Cotum.t.y Courthouse 
£re*$[Shor.t, secretary 'of , the; 

Jle"dtecT "cnalrnmnol^lLe" jtieW' 



secretary*; 

'#** t'fce^ auM„ 

CduncjJ, treasurerT. „- , . 

our /other Ci^enTCourtci Is < 
in the? area sent a[ representa- 
tive to the me;e£in^snaMart:^ 
ta vote' on joirifn^ the* new 
organization. 

• She .organizations compris- , 

ing the riewly-formecLiCouhcil' . 

/ar& al]ie^with^4hafefei^e&^ 

Councils ,of ,,AMam , P S&b5 ? fHe'; 

■fci«a^ : 

, 'Speakers at last njfiht's^rneet- , 
ing, were^Hugh JQ^ofke L Sv: 
and; HtrgMftp^fe^^Bt- 
a^eleefe^Wfe^aimgisla^ . 
ture 
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-ihe^ Jefferson County ';Citi 
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Callahan 
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Sullivan 
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On 5/3/65, 



, advised the Liaison Agent of the following: 

i 



W.1BL . , 



telephone numberr 



1 wnrTfiwaar. . Hunrgvuie. Aianama. 



Lis a | ~ _ 

the National Citizens Committee, 



3 



advised the CRS that theJfWhite. Citizens Council held a meetfng~ra 
Huntsville, Alabama. 01^4 

_ | | 



Birch Society 
of 



! 



/26/6S, with selected members of the John 
related that he was not aware of the source 



be 

b7C 



information nor did he have any further details concern- 



ing wnat occurred at the 4/26/65 meeting. 



stated that he felt sure 



would have addi- 
tional information on the meeting and ,arivi<s*n_JLpat iiiere would be 
no objection to the Bureau contacting 
facts* 



directly for additional 



ACTION : 

The above should be directed to the Internal Security 
Section for their attention. 
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1 - Mr* Baumgardner (Attn. Mr. Gray) 
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1 - Mr. Cregar 
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For the information of the Bureau, a one-page 
leaflet has recently been distributed reflecting that the 
"Citizens 1 Councils of Alabama" would present Sheriff JIM 
CLARK, Sheriff of Dallas County, Alabama, at a "Mass Rally" 
to be held at the Cullman, Alabama, City Hall at 7:30 PM 
on June 10, 1965. This leaflet contained a statement, 
"Hear the Sheriff of Dallas County expose the Selma 
Demonstrations and tell how to Defend States Rights." 
The leaflet also indicated that anyone desiring to know 
more about the Citizens 1 Council could obtain the information ijtf' 
by writing Post Office Box 941, Montgomery 4, Alabama. i^p-» 

On June 10, 1965, W. C. WALDROP, Sheriff of Cullman m-x 
County, Alabama, advised that he had been in contact with a y ; c 
majority of the elected officials of Cullman, as well as a Jfy* 
representative number of the businessmen of the city, lii^ 
concerning this meeting. He stated that Mayor BILL NeSMITH yLg 
had refused use of the Cullman City Hall to this group and ^^ 
arrangements had been made for the use of the Alabama National! |\V 
Guard Armory in Cullman. According to WALDROP, these people «»* 
with whom he had contact were opposed to such organizations 
developing in the Cullman area. 
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and 
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This mafes m^iing was called to-order at about 
8:00 PM a t the Alabama National Guard Armory. Cullman, 
Al abama ♦ [ 
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at the meeting which was attended by an estimated 250 persons 
consisting of men, women and children. No known Klan leaders 
were observed and most of the cars in attendance displayed 
Cullman County license plates. The persons in attendance wene 
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orderly; there were no incidents at the rally and most of 
the men, women and children appeared to be at least average 
or above and of a responsible nature, who appeared interested 
in the Selma situation and were in attendance at the meeting 
in order to seek knowledge of the racial situation confronting 
Alabama . 




Sheriff JIMlp£,ARK was introduced as the main speaker 
of the evetrilhg^ahd horspoke for approximately 35 minutes . He 
stressed such topics as his having been blamed for the passage 
of the Voting Rights Bill of 1965 due to the action taken by 
him in Selma, jyLabama* recently. He stated that he had been 
called a liar by the then Attorney General of the United 
States "BOBBY KENNEDY" when he had stated that he had seen 
MARTIN LUTHER KING in the U. S. Government rented automobile. 
He remarked that the Government had spent $1,000,000.00 on 
the Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, march during the first 
part of 1965 and that the U. S. Government is continuing 
to spend money for food and clothing provided to demonstrators 
in the Selma, Alabama, area. 

CLARK also charged that a large percentage of the 
Negro children living in the Selma, Alabama,,, area were 
illegitimate. He stated that on numerous occasions he 
had questioned many Negro children in the Selma area/ as 
to the identity of their father and they had stated/that 
they did not know his identity and in these cases tfie 
mother of these children was unwed. 

/ 
CLARK further stated that MARTIN LUTHE^toNG 

and his group jwanted everything given to them raljpefc than 

the group working for and/or earning their rights and other 

benefits. He also discussed the fact that the Negroes at , 

Selma had attempted to block all four entrances to the 

court house during their recent demonstrations during the 

first part of 1965. 

Sheriff CLARK also remarked that the deceased 
Reverend JAMES REEB claimed he was a Unitarian preacher 
and that he (CLARK), in order to learn the nature of the 
Unitarian preacher and the Unitarian belief, looked it up 
and found that the Unitarian Church did not believe in God. 
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Sheriff CLARK discussed what he called KING'S 
(MARTIN LUTHER KING) project for Alabama and stated that 
they had to steal this project in order to get it, but 
that this plan of KING f s was for the entire State of 
Alabama and dealt with the various phases of their efforts 
to erase all racial barriers within the State of Alabama. 
Sheriff CLARK stated that the people of Alabama could not 
make any concessions to this group due to their demonstrations 
because KING would then state, "See what we got by demonstrating' 1 
and would then urge others to take part in additional demon- 
strations, because of what he claimed had been accomplished 
by the previous demonstrations. 



Sheriff CLARK also spoke at length on what he 
described as "distorted newspaper articles" concerning him, 
his actions and the Selma situation. He had a small strip 
of film relating to MARTIN LUTHER KING and the Selma 
demonstrators and he showed this film. He made the statement 
that quite a number of the civil rights workers who participated 
in the Selma, Alabama, demonstrations v/ere affiliated with sex 
perverts. He remarked that SNCC (Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee) was operating all over the State 
of Alabama and he remarked that the NAACP was also forming 
chapters all over the State of Alabama. 



In closing Sheriff CLARK remarked that he could 
not say too much for the Citizens 1 Council, which he 
described as a fine organization which had rendered 
valuable assistance to him and other law enforcement 
agencies in the State of Alabama. 



then introduced a \ 



±1 



f 

whom he described as the I 

£iuta^^nsJLjCp,u|iCAl^ [urged all in attendance t6 

join the Citizens 1 council in order to protect themselves 



JetLtlKL 



and preserve their way of life, 
approximately 9:35 PM. 



The meeting adjourned at 
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